The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Currently Amended) Siirface-modified effect pigments based on 
flake-form substrates, which charact e ris e d in that th e y are sheathed with one or more layers of 
immobilised LCST and/or UCST polym e rs polvmen wherein said surface-modified effect 
pigments based on flake-form substrates are holographic pigments, pearlescent pigments, 
interference pigments, multilavered pigments, metal-effect pigments, goniochromatic 
pigments and/or BiOCl pigments . 

2. (Currently Amended) Surface-modified effect pigments according to 
Claim 1 , wherein charact e rised in that the polymer sheath has layer thicknesses of 2 - 500 
nm. 

3. (Currently Amended) Surface-modified effect pigments according to 
Claim 1, wherein characterised in that the LCST polymer is a polym e rs ar e s e lect e d from the 
group consi s ting of th e polyalkylene oxide compound d e rivativ e s , olefinically modified PEO- 
PPO copolymers, polymethyl vinyl ether, polv-N-vinvlcaprolactam, 
ethyKhydroxvethyHcellulose, polvfN-isopropvlacrvlamide) or polvsiloxane, or a mixture 
poly N vinylcaprolactams, e thyl(hydroxy e thyl)celluIos0S, poly(N isopropylacrylamid e s) and 
polysiloxan e s, and mixtur e s thereof. 

4. (Currently Amended) Surface-modified effect pigments according to 
Claim 1 , wherein characterised in that the UCST polymer is a polystyrene, polym e rs are 
s e l e ct e d from th e group consisting of th e polystyren e s, polystyrene copolymers or and poly- 
ethylene oxide copolymers, or a mixture mixtur e s thereof. 

5. (Currently Amended) Surface-modified effect pigments according to 
Claim 1, wherein charact e ris e d in that the LCST polymer is a polysiloxane modified with 
olefinic groups. 

6. (Currently Amended) Surface-modified effect pigments according to 
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Claim 1, wherein charaotorisod in that the polymer sheath additionally comprises one or more 
nanoparticles, polymerisable monomers, plasticisers, antioxidants, carbon-black particles, 
microtitanium or a mixture mixtvures thereof. 

7. (Cxirrently Amended) Surface-modified effect pigments according to 
Claim 6, wherein characterised in that the polymer sheath comprises 0.001 to 150% by weight 
of one or more additives, based on the polymer e mploy e d . 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Cxirrently Amended) Surface-modified effect pigments according to 
Claim 8, wherein charact e ris e d in that the effect pigments are based on natural or synthetic 
mica, AI2O3 flakes, TiOa flakes, Si02 flakes, FeiOs flakes, glass flakes, ceramic flakes or 
graphite flakes. 

1 0 . (Currently Amended) Proc e ss for th e production of A process for 
preparing surface-modified effect pigments according to Claim 1, wherein charact e ris e d in 
that the LCST and/or UCST polymer is applied to the pigment surface by precipitation in 
water and/or an organic solvent and is asd irreversibly immobilized immobilis e d . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) Process A process according to Claim 1 0, 
wherein one or more charact e ris e d in that conv e ntional additives are added to the polymer. 

12. (Currently Amended) A surface coating, water-borne coating, powder 
coating, paint, printing ink, security printing ink, plastic article, concrete, cosmetic 
composition, agricultural sheeting, tarpaulin, laser marking on a paper or plastic article, 
pigment composition or dry preparation, comprising Us e of the surface-modified effect 
pigments according to Claim 1 in surfac e coatings, water hom e coatings, powder coatings, 
paints, printing inks, s e curity printing inlcs, plastics, concr e t e , in cosm e tic formulation s , in 
agricultural she e ting and tarpaulins, for th e las e r marking of papers and plastics, as light 
prot e ction, as pigm e nt for corrosion protection and for th e pr e paration of pigm e nt 
compositions and dry pr e parations . 
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1 3 . (Currently Amended) Formulati ens A composition comprising the 
surface-modified effect pigments according to Claim 1. 

14. (New) A method for light protection or corrosion protection 
comprising applying surface-modified effect pigments according to Claim 1 to an article that 
is to be protected from light or corrosion. 

15. (New) Surface-modified effect pigments according to Claim 1, which 
are sheathed with one or more layers of immobilised UCST polymer. 



-4- 



MERCK-2981 



